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INTRODUCTION
Côte d'Ivoire has been a country of destination of migration movements in
West Africa. In recent years, it has increasingly become a country of
immigration for young Ivorians. Today it is in the top five countries of
residence for migrants what have reached the borders of the South of
Europe. Côte d'Ivoire became an IOM Member State in June 2000 to assist
the government and various stakeholders in managing migration flows as
well as promote the wellbeing and dignity of migrants in and outside the
country.

Côte d’Ivoire, popularly known as Ivory Coast, is a nation located in West
Africa. It gets its name from the extensive ivory commerce throughout the
15th and 17th centuries. The country’s major city and economic hub is the
port city of Abidjan, while the capital, Yamoussoukro, is located in the
country’s center.
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THE SYSTEM OF IMMIGRATION
IN THE COUNTRY

It is not surprising to say that Ivory Coast is the first country of immigration

in Africa Economic and political history reminds us that Ivory Coast is a

country of migration. Its geopolitical position in the subregional space gives

it a triple status of receiving, departure and transit territory for migrants to

countries in the ECOWAS region and other countries of the North. Indeed,

as a host territory, the abundant availability of land resources in the past

and the orientation of an economic policy towards agricultural

development constituted an attractive source of migrants from neighboring

countries.

Recent data from Ivorian migration flows show that 10% of its population is

made up of migrants, mainly from West Africa, let’s say 2.6 million (IOM,

2020). In this migrant population, four ECOWAS members stand out for the

proportion of their nationals. These are Burkina Faso (56%), Mali (19.8%),

Guinea (5.8%), and Benin (2.7%) whose nationals are invested in the

agricultural, fishing and industry sector.
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A. Economic Opportunities:
Cote d'Ivoire is one of the largest and most prosperous economies in West
Africa, offering various economic opportunities. Immigrants often seek
employment, investment opportunities, or to start businesses in the
country.

B. Employment and Jobs:
Many individuals immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire in search of better job
prospects and higher wages, especially in sectors such as agriculture,
mining, manufacturing, construction, and services.

C. Business and Investment:
Entrepreneurs and investors may immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire to take
advantage of the country's growing economy and investment-friendly
environment, particularly in sectors like agriculture, energy, infrastructure,
and real estate.

D. Education and Research:
Some individuals move to Cote d'Ivoire for educational purposes, including
pursuing higher education, research opportunities, or academic programs
offered by the country's universities and research institutions.

THE DIFFERENT PURPOSES FOR
WHICH A PERSON CAN
IMMIGRATE TO THE COUNTRY
People immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire, also known as Ivory Coast, for various

reasons, including economic, social, political, and personal factors. Here are

some of the primary reasons for immigration to Cote d'Ivoire:
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II. Political Stability and Security:
Cote d'Ivoire has made progress in political stability in recent years,
attracting immigrants seeking refuge from conflict or seeking a more stable
political environment.

III. Quality of Life:
Individuals may immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire seeking an improved quality of
life, better healthcare facilities, education systems, and overall living
standards.

V. Retirement and Expatriate Communities:
Some retirees choose to relocate to Cote d'Ivoire due to its favourable
climate, lower cost of living, and potential for a relaxed lifestyle.

V. Cultural and Personal Reasons:
Cultural interest, exploration, and personal experiences motivate some
individuals to immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire to immerse themselves in the
country's culture, traditions, and heritage.

VI. Refuge and Asylum:
Individuals fleeing persecution, conflict, or seeking asylum from
neighboring countries may seek refuge in Cote d'Ivoire.

NON- DIRECT OR OTHER
ROUTES OF IMMIGRATION TO
THE COUNTRY

I. Family Reunification:
Family ties and reunification often

drive immigration, where individuals

may immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire to join

family members already residing in

the country.
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TYPES OF VISAS THAT ARE
GIVEN FOR THE COTE D’IVOIRE

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) Short-
term Visa
If you are planning a temporary visit
to Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast), you
may apply for a short-term visa that
allows you to stay in the country for
up to 3 months. Short-term visas are
suitable for individuals traveling for
tourism, business, visiting family or
friends, short-term education,
exchange programs, short-term work,
or other non-permanent reasons.

Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) Long-term Visa
A long-term visa for Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) is necessary for foreigners
who plan to reside in the country for a longer duration. Even if your country
is exempt from visa requirements, you will need to apply for a long-term
visa before arriving in Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) if you plan to stay longer
than the allowed period. However, in some countries, Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory
Coast)'s official embassies and consulates don’t process long-term visas,
and visa applicants apply for short-term tourist visas instead. They can then
apply for a residence permit after arriving in Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast). This
procedure can vary depending on the country of residence, nationality, and
embassy policies.

E-Visa
Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) eVisa is an electronic visa that allows foreign
nationals to apply for a visa to visit Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) online
without having to visit an embassy or consulate. This visa is available for
short-term stays of up to 90 days and is suitable for tourism, business,
cultural, health, study, and other short-term purposes.
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LICENSES AND
DOCUMENTATIONS REQUIRED
FOR IMMIGRATION

The requirements may vary based on your nationality, purpose of visit, and

intended length of stay. To immigrate to Cote d'Ivoire, you will need to

apply for a residency permit (titre de séjour) at the Office Identification

Nationale. However, titres de séjour are not issued to children under the

age of 16 who are documented on their parents' visas. 

To enter Cote d'Ivoire, you will need a 
·passport, 

·visa, and 

·proof of vaccination against Yellow Fever. 

The e-visa is valid for tourism, business, medical, or study purposes, and is

available for stays of up to 90 days.

 

To apply for a visa, you will need to fill out an application form, provide

proof of travel arrangements, and pay the visa fee. It is recommended to

apply for the visa 1-2 months before your travel date.

 

Additionally, you will need to fill out a Health Declaration Form before

boarding your flight to Cote d'Ivoire, which is mandatory for all travellers
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4)Petition approval: Wait for the
approval of your petition.

5)Payment: You will receive an
email on your e-mail ID after
approval. Pay the required
processing immigration fee for
Ivory Coast. Applicants also have
to pay the Affidavit form fee.

6)Submit Affidavit of Support
form. the financial responsibility
of the applicant to obtain the
immigrant visa for the Ivory Coast.

7)Financial Documents- The proof
of enough funds and other
financial documents by the
sponsor.

THE PROCESS TO APPLY FOR
IVORY COAST IMMIGRATION
VISA
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1)Work permit form: If the applicant

is moving to a foreign country for

work-related purposes, then mostly,

they have to fill the application form

for a work permit or labor work.

2)Petition: After the approval of the

application form for work, they have

to fill Immigration petition form. The

process has to be done online on the

official government site of Ivory

Coast or they have to visit the nearby

embassy.

3)Processing: After the approval,

your application form will be sent to

the consulate of Ivory Coast for

processing.
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Our team can help in various ways to the person want immigrate to the Cote

D’Ivoire, some of them are-

A. Legal Consulting:
Offer initial consultations to potential clients to understand their

immigration objectives and assess their eligibility and options for

immigration to Cote d'Ivoire. Provide guidance on the best immigration

routes based on their circumstances.

B. Educating Clients:
Educate clients on the immigration laws, regulations, and requirements of

Cote d'Ivoire. Ensure they understand the process, necessary

documentation, timelines, and potential challenges.

C. Documentation and Application Assistance:
Our team assist clients in gathering and organizing the required documents

for their immigration applications, ensuring they meet the specific criteria

outlined by the Ivorian authorities.

D. Communicating with Authorities:
Act as a liaison between clients and the relevant Ivorian government

immigration authorities, handling all correspondence and inquiries related

to the immigration process.

HOW WE CAN HELP
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Key Contact

Surendra Singh Chandrawat

Connect Surendra on

Managing Partner

surendra@chandrawatpartners.com

The information contained herein is of a general
nature. Although we endeavor to provide accurate and
timely information, there can be no guarantee that
such information is accurate as of the date it is
received or that it will continue to be accurate in the
future. The information is not offered as an advice on
any matter, and no one should act or fail to act based
on such information without appropriate legal advice
after a thorough examination of the particular
situation. The information does not make us
responsible or liable for any errors and/or omissions,
whether it is now or in the future. We do not assume
any responsibility and/or liability for any
consequences.
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